
 

O Christ, Our True and Only Light  

Johann Heerman (1585 – 1647) 
 

This hymn, found in our mission and witness 

section, was published in the Devoti musica cordia 

(Leipzig, 1630) of Johann Heerman in a section of 

“pious songs of lament for times of persecution and 

hardship.”  Written in the midst of the Thirty Years’ 

War, the song directs the singer away from 

destruction, devastation, and disruption of peaceful daily life to the 

realm of faith and hope in the Savior, Jesus Christ.  While rulers of 

Reformation and Counter-Reformation territories were aligning 

themselves into groups that sent armed forces to protect or to gain 

advantage, Heerman looks beyond all this to the spiritual battle 

under Christ.   

 

Heerman’s hymn is modeled on a prayer by the Jesuit Petrus 

Michaelis (Peter Michael Brillmacher, 1542-95) for unbelievers 

and those who have gone astray.  This prayer found its way into a 

1592 prayer book by the Lutheran Philipp Kegel. It read:  

 

O Lord Jesus Christ, true light of this world, enlighten the darkness 

of all people, all Jews and heathens, who do not know You; and 

also of Christians who go from Your Church into all kinds of sects 

and errors as erring sheep scatter and are given to ravenous wolves, 

or who otherwise secretly err in one of more articles of our 

Christian faith and have not realized it.  O Lord, show forth all 

Your grace, search for the lost, bring back the erring, enlighten the 

blind, open the ears of the deaf, retrieve the one who has gone 

astray, assemble the scattered, restore those who have erred and 

been tempted, so that they, together with us, might praise You in 

the Christian Christ and receive the common salvation.  Amen!   

 

It is ironic that Heerman based this hymn on a prayer by a Jesuit 

priest whose life was dedicated to seeking the return of faithless 

and misled Protestants.   

 

 

 

 

 

                         Lent – Week 6  
                      Thursday, April 7, 2022 – 7:00pm 

                                  “GO” 
  

Hymn: LSB 839 (vs. 1-3) "O Christ, Our True and Only Light” 

   

Pastor:  The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor:  It is good to give thanks to the Lord.  

People: to sing praise to Your name, O Most High; 

 

Pastor:  to herald Your love in the morning, 

People: Your truth at the close of the day.  

 

Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Pastor:  I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and 

to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, 

and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous 

fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive 

me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life.  Amen 

People: The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, 

and remission of all your sins.  Amen 

 

People: I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven 

and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in 

thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my 

own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have 

mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting 

life. Amen 

Pastor: The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and 

remission of all your sins.  Amen 

 

Call to Worship 

Pastor: For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is 

written:  

People: “Cursed be everyone who does not abide by all things written in 

the Book of the Law, and do them.” 

 

Pastor: Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law, for  

People: “The righteous shall live by faith.” 



Pastor:   But the law is not of faith, rather  

People:  “The one who does them shall live by them.”  

 

Pastor:   Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a       

curse for us – for it is written. . 

People:  Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree.” 

 

Pastor:   so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to 

the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised Spirit through faith.”  
(Galatians 3:10-14) 

 

First Reading: Exodus 4:10-12 

 

Prayer of the Day  

 

Great Commission Readings: Matthew 28:16-20; Mark 16:14-16; 

Luke 24:46-49; Acts 1:6-8; 

 

Gospel Reading: Luke 8:26-39 

 

Hymn:  LSB 830 "Spread the Reign of God the Lord" 

 

SERMON                                 “GO” 

 

Prayers For the Body of Christ 

Pastor: Hear my prayer, O Lord;  

People: listen to my cry. (Psalm 102:1) 

 

Pastor: Keep me as the apple of Your eye;  

People: hide me in the shadow of Your wings. (Psalm17:8) 

 

Pastor:   In righteousness I shall see You;  

People: when I awake, Your presence will give me joy. (Psalm 17:15) 

 

Pastor:   O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the  

              shadows lengthen and the evening comes and the busy world is  

              hushed, the fever of life is over, and our work is done.  Then  

              Lord, in Your mercy grant us a safe lodging and a holy rest and  

              peace at the last; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.   

People:  O Lord, have mercy. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor:   Be our light in darkness, O Lord, and in Your great mercy  

              defend us from all perils and dangers; for the love of Your only  

              Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.   

People:  O Lord, have mercy.  

 

(A Moment of Silent Prayer) 

 

Pastor:  Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening, and the day is far  

             spent.  Abide with us and with Your whole Church. Abide with  

             us at the end of the day, at the end of our life, at the end of the  

             world.  Abide with us with Your grace and goodness, with Your  

             holy Word and Sacrament, with Your strength and blessing.   

             Abide with us when the night of affliction and temptation comes  

             upon us, the night of fear and despair, the night when death  

             draws near.  Abide with us and with all the faithful, now and  

             forever.    

 

People: O Lord, have mercy. 

Pastor: Taught by our Lord and trusting His promise, we are bold to pray:  

 

Lord’s Prayer 

  

Pastor: Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping that awake we  

            may watch with Christ and asleep we may rest in peace. 

People: Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; Your word has  

             been fulfilled.  My own eyes have seen the salvation which  

             You have prepared in the sight of ev’ry people: a light to  

             reveal You to the nations and the glory of Your people Israel.   

 

          Benediction 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord watch over you and 

protect you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you 

peace. 

People: Amen 

 

 Hymn: LSB 839 (vs. 4-5) "O Christ, Our True and Only Light” 

 


